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Executive Summary

The Dynamic Drive website contracted with INP Associates of Washtenaw Community
College to create a new interface layout for the website ((www.dynamicdrive.com/).
According to the common complaints of users, the website will concern the current
interface design, and incite for the redesign of the current site. The complaints involved
the design of the Navigation menu, position of the Navigation labels and, the length of
the page. The interface redesign of the Navigation bar will appear closer to the sides and
top of the page making no scrolling up and down necessary for small pages, like the front
and others in the site. The interface redesign targets these issues, as well as others,
proposing a solution that resolves the problems.

This material is organized into four major sections, with an appendix containing
screenshots of the current page and sub page design. The sections are:

e Analysis of Current Interface: The current interface is deconstructed into
component elements and the strengths and limitations of the current design are
discussed.

e Redesigned Interface Wireframes: The order of interface elements is presented
for both Home page and Sub page.

e Analysis of Redesigned Interface: Discussed solutions for the proposed
interface and how interface issues are resolved.

e Implementation Options: The approaches to implementing the redesigned
interface are introduced, with thoughtful attention to their benefits and
disadvantages.

The redesigned interface offers a number of benefits over the existing interface, including
the following improvements.

e Position of the global navigation menu and change the visual look and the
position.

e Not easy to read in the website is very ordinary, no differences between the
Global Nav’s and the text.

e Reduce scrolling up and down.

e The links to the left and right sides should change the background color to provide
esthetics pleasing and eye catching.

e Add adrop down box for the DHTML script categories links.

e Change the bottom Global Nav to add the same labels as in the top and left Global
Nav, to keep consistency.

e Make all the sub pages consistency with the Home page, like Global Nav’s.


http://%20www.dynamicdrive.com/

Analysis of Current Interface

The interface for the Dynamic Drive website dynamicdrive.com (see Appendix A) uses a
type of Navigation bar which causes the users some confusion in the way to find the
global navigation. The position of the navigation is not very clear and quick to find in the
present position in the website. The size of the page requires scrolling down to access a
diversity of links. Leaving the top navigation bar away, an example: in a case when users
need to look at a certain part of the page, and then do a search, they have to leave what
they were doing, to scroll up. Some link has an explanation under it, causing the page to
scroll down. The global navigation, the graphical global navigation bar, as well as the
entire content area, are fixed-width, align-center, and are designed for optimal display at
800 x 600. The site colors are muted simple but not very easy for users to distinguish
information to the links on the left and right side. There is no image, which makes the site
to download very fast using a 56k modem.

Interface Elements

The Dynamic Drive dynamicdrive.com interface includes the following components,
which will be put forward in some structure (changes are made in some components)
addicted to the redesigned interface:

The position of the two global navigation menu
The writing names in the global navigation
The reduce scrolling up and down make the home page smaller in height.
The links to other pages, on the right and left side will be with a different
background color.
1. Take out the links in the central part of the page and make a drop down
box.
2. Leave the link named explained at once
e The bottom menus will keep consistency with the top navigation
1. Keep the sub pages consistency with the home page.
e Additional search box in the bottom of the page.

Strengths

Strengths of the dynamicdrive.com interface are its observance to certain interface design
principals and to some of the visual perception. The site appeared well designed; the
colors are simple and easy to read. The fonts have right size for the users to read. The
design of the global navigation is close to each other making easy and comfortable to the
users to work. In the center of the page is the part the information that will appear well
spaced, and no presence of images and pictures which makes a very fast navigation even
with dial up connection. Columns of graphics and the text maintain the same position and
consistency. The Gestalt rules of proximity and similarity are used to good effect in the
global navigation and boxes which contain other links.



Analysis of Redesigned Interface

The members voiced concerns related to the organization and presentation of the site, as
well as a few needed enhancements. The redesigned interface for dynamicdrive.com will
provide a number of benefits over the present interface. The improvements concern the
graphical navigation bar; the navigation is a lot more visible and legible with the new
format. In addition, a new drop down box has been added with other links that will
reduce the space that existed on the previous interface allowing less scrolling up and
down. At the same time the users will be able to read and check the other links. Another
search function for the page has been added to the bottom, so users can use a search
function when they are at the top or at the bottom of the page.

Another improvement will be the addition of a background color to the left box and also
to the new box on the left side of the page. Also, on the bottom of the page will appear
the bottom navigation, which will keep consistency with the global navigation.

Another advantage of the new interface is the links that exist on the central box of the
current page. Now they are placed in a drop down box saving a lot of space. In addition
the explanation that appeared under the links has been cut off taking the links from the
bottom of the left box. In addition, a new box on the right side of the page will make
users to easily to identify between the information in the central of the page and the links
on the right side, a position that in the current page was no line to divide between the two
tables. This affects the scrolling of the page allowing shorter and better scrolling for the
users.

The final improvements concern better placement of the sub navigation links and
enhanced accesses to search functionality on the website: This is done by keeping
consistency between the home page and all the sub pages of the website. Placing of sub
navigation and the top logo with the search engine placed in the same location so users
will have a better navigation.

This is an excellent outcome because visitors see the website as a simple utility for quick
and easy use. This fact places the website in a valuable position as a provider of
templates or advice to start projects. To reinforce our position as solutions to which
people return, the site was redesigned with the visitor feedback in mind. The navigation
provides fast access to any section of the web from any page. Also, the computer printout
of any page on this website is a good advertisement for offline users.



Implementation Options

Redesign of the Dynamic Drive web site dynamicdrive.com can be implemented, offering
different advantages and disadvantages. For the approaches, the design could be coded in
a left-aligned code and use a table coded in HTML. The first row rowspan 3 and contain
the title and the search function; the second row have rowspan of three and is empty from
the left to the right side, is placed to put the banners ads.

The third row have three columns the first two are left-aligned and the column in the right
side is right aligned. The first column colspan 2 is use as the menu bar, which has a new
format, making it visible and legible with new background color; the second column in
the first row contain the main navigation, the third column on the right side contain the
other links that will change in the sub pages.

Fourth row have one column the center box, which is the main box, contains the report
and information that users are looking for. Both left navigation and top global navigation
export the information to the main box. On the right side is the new box with the links
that on the previous page appeared on the on the same side, in addition with new
background color which will make easier to identify between the main box to the links on
that box. on the main box the links that appear spread on the previous page. Now appear
inside a drop down box which allows more space in the main box, cutting off the
scrolling up and down. Now users don’t have to scroll down the page to check the links,
like they had to on the previous page. Furthermore, taking the explanation the existed
under every single link on the previous page leaves more space in which to add more
links. The link names are well explained.

The fifth row has two columns. The first column has the bottom graphical navigation and
the global navigation mixed. This makes it easy for the users to go to other areas in the
website that they are looking for in the case that the main box has a long report or a lot of
information, they will not need to go up to top global navigation Instead, they can click in
the bottom. The second column has the search function like the global navigation; it can
either be done at the top of the page or at the bottom, in case the user is on the bottom of
the page.

The last row has a single column which contains the partners and the web site address
which was the reason of this report. Also, copy right and the presence of other links
which include dynamicdrive.com, and terms of use.

In short, this report is an excellent outcome because visitors see the web site as a simple
utility for quick and easy use.
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Figure 3: FAQ Top
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scripts 1 feel configent enough to use in ry projects, My clents are
very happy. © -Albert Miller

DynaricOrive.com is so helpfid!! I get almost ALL of my DHTML
from here and this taught me the basics also! Good job!!!* -Kelly
Ann

I recently heard of DynarmicOrive from a friend and have found it a
great help in website design. After only two days of wisiting the site
I cannot think of anything wrong with it, Keep up the good work all
of you, * -Luke Smith

*Vou give me THE arive, Keep up the good work® -Dave Philippi

T just 3 business student and I would be LOST designing my sites
without you guys” -Joshua Burke

“This is the best code example site in the world, I mean it! I LOVE
IT* -David Redmond

“Vour site s the perfact example of where Less Is More, You may
not have bifions of scripts like the other archives, but each one
actually works, and works great, That's what ultimately matters, I
don't go to any other script ibrary other than DD* -Jason Lee

*As g web designer, Dynamic Drive has saved my neck more than
once, For that, I'm eternally gratefl!” -John Chen

“Vou guys rock, period. Finally, scripts I can actually use on my
site!” -Kevin Spane

Copyright @ 1958-2000 Dynamic Crive, Please read Terms of Use here before
using any of the scripts,
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